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MR. Ru KER i. collector of Internal Revenue for the District
of Georgia. He was born oyember 15, 1852, in V\ a hinO'ton.
Ga., the seventh of fourteen childr n. In order to be near her
hu band, who was a lave in another family, ~1r.. Rucker mO\'ed

to Atlanta with the children "in the
latter 6flie.."

lIe attended the torrs chool at
Atlanta one of the first school e tab
lished by the American Mi ionary
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Association for Freedmen. He wa a
full-grown man when he wa able to
take up regular c1as work at Atlanta

ni\'Crsity. pur uing hi tudies there
until his sophomore ~'ear. He turned
his attention to medicine.. tudying in
the office of one of Atlanta' be t
known ph.,·sician .

He became interested in politics and
attended the hicago com'ention at Chicago in 1880. He
was made store-keeper and gauger in the Internal Revenue
Service of Georgia by President Garfield. Soon after his
appointment as store-keeper. he was promoted to a clerk hip
and put in charge of the bonded account, eizures and ales
of condemned propertv, and reports of torekeepers O'auO'ers•. '0 0 0'
and di tiller. During the admini tration of Pre ident Clcye-
land, :Mr. Rucker did not leave the government en'ice, but
rotated in subordinate po itions. He is now collector of internal
revenue, havintr been appointed by Pre ident McKinley and con
tinued in office by ex-President Roo evelt and Pre ident Taft.

During his term as collector and disbur inO' agent he has also
been eu todian of the government buildinO' at . tlanta. The
office has alway maintained a high standard.

He ha been a delegate to four Xational Republican on
vention, twice delegate-at-Iarge, repre enting the tate of
Georgia, and is considered a I ader among hi people ill affairs
that may be considered of a political character.

He attribute whatever ucces he ha attained" to the patient.
painstaking care of his praying mother, and to the gentle in
fluences of Christian teachers, and the excellent, self-sacrifieing
economy of a ,rood home-loving wife."
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MR. THOMPSON is a special representative and solicitor for
the United States Express Company. He was ent to the con
vention of the National egro Bu iness LeaO'ue Louisville Kyb ' ,.,

in August, 1909, by the e"rpre s company, whose general super
intendent referred to him a "an
enterprising young man who for nearly
twenty year has been in the confi
dential employ of the company which
he represents."

He was born in Baltimore in 1874.

Mter receiving a common school edu
cation he went to Chicago and entered
the employ of the eX'Pre company as
office boy. He supplemented his edu
cation in the night chools, ,vith private
in truction in German and in stenog

raphy.
In 1900 he was offered the appoint

ment as sergcant-at-arms of the American Commi sion to the
Paris Exposition. He declined because he believed that he
could give his attention to making a success along commercial
lines that would benefit and inspire other ambitious Tegroes.

He believed that positions could be created for his people,
provided he could. ucceed in getting the well-to-do members of
his race to deal principally with merchant who gave employ

ment to Negroes.
The owner of one of the large department stores in Chicago

appointed him general olicitor for the store, and a large number
of colored men and women were given employment by the
manager as an experiment. Another department store man
ager, realizing the cause of the loss of a large number of colored
patron , tried to regain them by displacing thirty or more white
elevator conductors by colored men, and otherwi e giving

employment to egroe.
:Mr. Thomp on ays, " The day is not far di tant when em

ployers throughout the country will find it to their b t intere t
to put all of their employees under a form of civil service exami
nation and to enO'aO'e only persons of good character and intelli-
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gence, and to promote them according to their efficienc)"

irrespective of color or creed."
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